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Curriculum Guide for Blossom Tales: Flower Stories of Many Folk by Patricia Hruby Powell

Stories in book include:

Crocus (Sicily)

Morning Glory (Hawaii)

Columbine (Iroquois)

Lily of the Valley (England)

Peony (Japan)

Snapdragon (Russia)

Nasturtium (Quechua, S.A.)

Rose (Persia)

Dandelion (Ojibwa)

Alyssum (Italy)

Mignonette (Egypt)

Aster & Goldenrod (Cherokee)

Geranium (Arab)

Tulip (England, Ireland)

Flower Reports: Oral, Written, Social Studies, Art (2nd  – 6th graders, altering activities for student abilities)

Read aloud several of the tales to the class. Pair up students.  Each pair receives a tale to read to one another. They research the tale’s originating culture. Example: If you read “Morning Glory” you research Hawaii.  If time allows the children can use the Internet and other library resources to research the culture. If there are time (and/or age) restraints teacher can make packets of information for each culture. 

Research. You might ask these questions, but information is not limited to these questions:

What is the culture that you are researching? What are their people called? Where do they or did they live? Is this the name of a nation/country? Or what nations are included in this culture (thinking Arab world)?

What types of foods do/did they enjoy eating?

What are some of their traditions?

What is something that your culture is known for? Or what is unique to them?

What are some interesting facts about that culture?

How is your researched culture different from our (U.S.) culture?

What do you like about the culture that you are researching?

Students decide how they are going to orally present this information to the rest of the class. Oral reports are given.  

Create Flower/Stem/Pot Story Report

Stem: Write reports on a piece of adding machine tape which will serve as the flower stem.

Flower: Using whatever medium you wish, students create the flower head and attach it to the report/stem.  

Pot: Create a base for the flower: pot, vase, ground, etc. which represents something from the culture. 

Examples: Hawaii: pineapple wearing a lei; Italy: a piece of pizza; Arab world: camouflage design. 

Have fun with this. Display flowers. 

------ 

High school or middle school students research the cultures and report their findings to the younger students. This helps build community in a school district and self esteem in reporters. 

High school or middle school science (Biology) students plant the flower seeds. Give potted plants as awards or sell them for a fund raiser (to bring the author in for an author visit ().

